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NN- In your understanding, who is an African 
Child?

ET- In my understanding and experience, 
an African child is one that has the love for 
Africa. One that identifies Africa as her home 
and values the people and possessions of 
Africa. An African child to me is one that 
understands the challenges of poverty, hunger 
and unemployment but has hope and faith in the 
African continent. An African child to me is the 
hope of a better Africa.

NN- What is the significance of the day of the 
African child?

ET- The significance of the African Child’s Day is 
to highlight the lives of African children. To see 
and listen to their voices. It is a day to reflect as 
African adults, how we have been taking care of 
our children in all spheres of life and where there 
are shortfalls by all of us, parents, older brothers 
and sisters, governments, companies etc, we 
make amends where it is necessary in the best 
interest of the African Child. 

NN- What are the current challenges faced 
by an African child?

ET- They vary and are complex depending 
on region to region on the African continent. 
We still have children who are child soldiers 

on this continent, we have children that work and 
are exploited and that are malnourished. We have 
children that are trafficked for sexual exploitation and 
children that are forced to stay at home instead of 
attending school. What has been the problem that 
has pierced my heart for years has been the reality 
that the African Girl Child, like in other parts of the 
world is married when they are too young to decide if 
it is something they want to do or they still experience 
female genital mutilation. All these have in some way 
or another lead to the loss of lives of African children 
and is just tragic to say the least. 

NN- Has Namibia improved the conditions of its 
children? 

ET- I believe it has. We can accumulate the progress 
of the welfare of children in Namibia over the past 30 
years more than we can do in one year and for that, 
I do believe that progress is ongoing. Of course, it 
seems that every decade brings its challenges where 
children are concerned. For example, at independence 
in 1990, Namibian children had no law in the form of 
the Child Care and Protection Act of 2015 to protect 
their constitutional rights. Many children also didn’t 
go to school, have access to reproductive protections 
and things like contraception or even felt heard. This 
has all changed for the better. However, children of 
today have to deal with cyber issues such as child 
pornography, online sexual abuse and cyber bullying 
which has led to some children committing suicide. 

NN- As an activist for children rights and access 
to education, how will you contribute to the 
realisation of equal and accessible education for 
all Namibian children? 

ET- I will continue to do what I have been doing which 
is to work and collaborate with stakeholders that 
ensure the equitable access of all Namibian children to 
education. I think that my position and role in society 
is an opportunity to amplify that at another level which 
deals with policy and law-making, which has long-
term better effects. I am also a very practical person, 
therefore where applicable, I shall run or join individual 
projects to accelerate this in the meantime. 

NN- How will you commemorate the day of the 
African Child?

ET- In the midst of children of course. As well as 
seriously reflect on the welfare of African children and 
Namibian children in particular to be able to deduce 
how I can add value. 

NN- Any final inspirational words for a Namibian 
child out there?

ET- African Child you are beautiful. African Child you 
matter. African Child you are powerful. African Child 
keep on dreaming, living, and moving. Be ambitious, 
intentional and never be silenced. African Child, Africa 
needs you now more than ever. Happy African Child’s 
Day to all African Children around the world. 

The Day of the African Child (DAC) is commemorated in memory of the student uprising in Soweto, South Africa, 16 June 
1976. Students marched in protest of the poor quality of education but were violently attacked by the police force of the 
then South African apartheid regime. With that, NAMCOL News (NN) held an EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH NAMIBIA’S 
YOUNGEST MINISTER: (ET) HON. EMMA THEOFILUS (Deputy Minister of Information Communication and Technology 
at the age of 23) 
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World Environment Day is celebrated on 5 June every year, and is the United 
Nations’ principal vehicle for encouraging awareness and action for the 
protection of our environment. The air you breathe, the water you drink and 
the food you eat all rely on biodiversity, but right now it is in crisis – because 
of us. What does this mean for our future and can we stop it? It’s Time for 
Nature. As the world prepares to restart economies, protect societies and 
protect the poorest, let us take time for nature.

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has shown that Humanity is placing 
too many pressures on the natural world.  The damaging consequences are 
obvious.

We now know that we cannot return to normal. We need to build back better.
We need to realise that biodiversity is the foundation of human health and a pillar 
for resilience and inter-generational equity.  Its loss presents a fundamental risk to 
the healthy and stable ecosystems that sustain all aspects of our societies. Here 
are 8 steps to help preserve our NAMCOL campus environment:

Every little thing YOU do really makes a difference
8 Simple Ways to Help the Environment

1. Use Reusable Bags
2. Print as Little as Necessary
3. Recycle
4. Use a Reusable Beverage 

Containers
5. Don’t Throw Your Notes 

Away

6. Save Electricity!
7. Save Water
8. Avoid Taking Cars or       

Carpool When Possible

P O E M S  A R E  T E A C H E R ’ S

D a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  s o i l -
A f r i c a n  C h i l d ! 

I am an African Child, fighting my way 
through. Overshadowed with poverty, 

But I am boldly trying to hold on! 

I am an African Child and I seek 
Liberation. Too tired of this agonising 

Deprivation of MY RIGHTS! 
please set me free! 

And grant me the gift of a lifetime ;
Freedom! 

All I want is fair treatment as an African 
Child. 

Liberate me of my struggles and I will 
show you what I am truly made of! 

I am not like any other! 
I am the daughter of the soil;
Rich in texture and content. 

I am an African Child, I strive for
Betterment! 

I am BRIGHT ;
I am BRILLIANT ;

And I have a gift of gab. 

Emancipate me from all my worries 
I have embraced this long race enough! 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! 

I am an African Child ;
I wear my bold face, 

And stand tall and strong! 

I am an African Child! 
And we do not BITE THE DUST!

Kamujarukua J-L Ngairorue 

Former learner 
donates book

A former NAMCOL learner, Lasarus Mvula 
donated copies of his book to his alma mater 
NAMCOL on the Day of the African Child, 
Tuesday 16 June 2020. The book titled “Iyaloo, 
be careful of the decisions you make,” was 
donated to the college’s resource centre to 
honour NAMCOL for giving him an opportunity 
to upgrade his points.

Iyaloo, as the title implies, is a very short story 
about a young girl named Iyaloo. She has 
yearned to live a life that is out of her wage, 
the kind of life that most of her peers are living 
and kind of life her parents cannot afford. As 
Iyaloo leaves primary school and goes to high 
school, she gives in to peer pressure so she 
can finally have the kind of life she has long 
desired to live. 

Little does she knows that everything has 
consequences. The decisions she has made 
to achieve her desired life have back fired 
and have left her with eternal deep regrets. 
Mvula who was a NAMCOL learner in 2009, 
went on to complete his tertiary education at 

Monitronic Success College, after NAMCOL 
paved the foundation of his academic career. 
He completed his studies in Accounting 
and Finance, thereby becoming a certified 
accounted. “I have written this book in 
order to inspire others by making the right 
decisions in life’” he explained. Mvula said the 
institution has helped him get where he is, and 
urged current learners to embrace and value 
NAMCOL as an institution that aims to change 
their lives. 

“NAMCOL helped me out and people look 
down on the college forgetting that this 
institution is there to deviate you to greater 
heights,” he stressed. He further told 
NAMCOL-News that he wishes to write more 
books in the future that will see changes in 
the Namibian society. “People are still asking 
when am I going to continue with the Iyaloo 
story and am on it, soon enough a new book 
shall be in the shelfs,” said Mvula. The book 
costs N$ 150.00 and one can contact Mvula 
at 0813483030 or alternatively at 0812891164 
to order a copy.  

“I have written this book 
in order to inspire others 
by making the right 
decisions in life”

I am an African Child,
Full of dreams and aspirations 

in life. 

I am an African Child in a broken 
land;

The debt I have to pay for my 
ancestors guile!

But why? If I am an African Child!
Born with all rights! So I plead to 

be respected!!

I am an African Child, richly 
clothed with a skin the colour of 

chocolate. 
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CAREER CORNER

Agriculture and Nature Conservation

Amenity Horticulturist:
If you have a keen interest in plants, growing and garden design then a career in 
amenity horticulture could be for you. Your role as an amenity horticulturist is to 
design, construct, manage and maintain living, recreational and leisure areas.

Environmental Consultant:
Environmental consultants provide detailed technical assessments and advice for 
their clients. Your role will involve providing expert advisory and assessment services 
to your clients with the aim of minimising or eliminating environmental damage.

Marine Biologist:
Studying the sea and its complex ecosystem is not only a popular and rewarding 
career, but is also vital for the continued challenges facing marine environments 
under threat from human activities. 

Fields of studies in Namibia? 
According to the NQA, There are twelve FIELDS that have been approved 
as the broadest categorisation of learning outcomes on the NQF in 
Namibia: NAMCOL NEWS brings you Part 1..

Engineers

Electrical Engineers are responsible for the generation of electricity in 
power stations, where the primary source energy (coal, hydro-energy, 
and nuclear energy) is converted into electrical energy. 

Electronic Engineers are responsible for the processing and control 
of information in all forms. The electronic engineer’s main task is the 
computer-aided control of systems and the establishment and operation 
of telecommunications systems.

Metallurgical Engineers extract metals from their ores. They also 
process ores receive from the mines.

Mining Engineers are devoted to the discovery of metals or minerals 
found in ore, the economic safety and efficient ore removal.

Shikukumwa added that the students do not need to enter the 
building so as to come across assessment documents. 

“The state of the arts of the current office is very ineffective in that 
it is closer to the main entrance to the campus making it the first 
point of entrance from the gate,” he lamented.

The Acting Manager further shared his excitement on the 
construction of the centre since it has been long overdue.

“I am deeply happy that the construction is underway and that 
we are bound to further do our work smoothly, accountably and 
qualitatively,” he said. 

However, Shikukumwa was disappointed about the state of the 
new centre that is being constructed.

THE construction of an Examination Assessment Centre at 
NAMCOL Head Office in Katutura, Jetu Jama, is underway.

The construction commenced on 9th June 2020 after the official 
site hand over to Kerry McNamara Architects, as the principle 
agents, while Nirvana (Qingdao) Construction are the contractors.

According to the NAMCOL Acting Manager for Learner Support, 
Tadeus Shikukumwa, the current examination assessment centre 
does not conform to the nature of a standard Examination 
Assessment Centre.

“It’s quite relevant to construct a new centre because the current 
office has no space, it has no privacy and the confidentiality of our 
assessment information is compromised,” he explained. 

NAMCOL  Examination Assessment 
Centre construction underway

“According to the construction plan of the new centre, it has no 
provision for people with disabilities and due to the nature of work 
to be carried out in that building, ranging from carrying bags to 
boxes of assessment papers, it is not effective,” he sadly added.

He went on to say that the National Disability Policy states that any 
building that is to be constructed in Namibia shall have provision 
for those with disability, thereby complying with the said policy. 

An examination Assessment Centre ought to be confidential as it 
is where all academic assessment materials are administered and 
quality assurance takes place. 

The Centre is expected to be up and running by March 2021. 
NAMCOL Staff and learners are urged to be on high alert at all 
times as they walk around the construction site.
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?The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has come with many challenges. However, it 
has highlighted the need and importance of E-Learning. What were your challenges?

Vox pop NAMCOL News From FB comments 
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Priskila Duckie
My challenge was that I did not 
manage to finish my assignment 
of resources 2 because schools 
closed suddenly. I was unable to use 
e-learning due to financial difficulties. 
Now I am told that there are no more 
assignments. Why can’t you give us 
at least a week after schools open? 
You don’t think of the poor people or 
what?

Ndjai Vny Uml
It’s a good idea because e-learning 
is the future whether we like it or not, 
and the sooner we start the better!!!

Grace Moshosho 
The only challenge was not being able to get access to e-learning, and doing 
research as all libraries were closed, l think having a laptop, and access to 
internet should be one of the requirements when one applies for studies, 
otherwise your service if used properly is outstanding....

Tjimoori M Kaundje
Data is a problem provide us with 
4G. In addition, Exams are just not 
going to work as we are in this Panic, 
maybe we can do Online Exams but 
here in WB it’s no Jokes.

Candy Shenel 
My challenge was that I did not 
manage to finish my assignment 
of resources 2 because schools 
closed suddenly. I was unable to use 
e-learning due to financial difficulties. 
Now I am told that there are no more 
assignments. Why can’t you give us 
at least a week after schools open? 
You don’t think of the poor people or 
what?

Bestie Takatsu 
Elearning its a disaster 
No datas
No smart phones
No laptops
At least do something

Maliboy Shaakuka
My challenge is to cope with the 
e-book. I get used to handbooks but 
I'm trying to accept the new normal.

Yuusuf Zainab 
E-Learning is a need and of course important but not in developing countries 
like Namibia. It wouldn’t work well. Not all students are residing in towns where 
there is good network. Not all of us can afford smart phones, Laptops and all 
technological devices. E-Learning is not for all institutions like Namcol whereby 
their systems are not updated, students are trying to log in their E-Learning 
pages but system is refusing. Okay, never mind we heard what was wrong 
with that. Staff are to work from home but took years to reply Emails or never 
all. So disappointed! We tried to get some devices for studying purposes, 
unfortunately, we can’t afford weekly /daily data. Libraries are closed, how are 
we supposed to complete our assignments!? Lastly, Dear Namcol due to this 
pandemic we lost our jobs. Our businesses were closed. Its real hard for us 
to fulfil the outstanding balances on time at this moment. Please kindly asking 
to give us more time to get money. And very lastly, our dear Namcol, the good 
college we choose among all, We Love you! Please protect us against Corona 
Virus, Lead us to Success but not to death. Why have you called face to face 
Exam? Briefly explain to us how you would do this or else please Save Us. 


