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INSIDE: • STUDY TIPS 101 ( MATH AND PHYSICS)
• NAMCOL ATTENDS SUCCESSFUL ONGWEDIVA TRADE FAIR

TAKING EDUCATION TO THE PEOPLE

NAMCOL recently held its 17th Graduation 
ceremony and 479 young men and women 
graduated from the various programmes 
that NAMCOL offers such as a Certificate in 
Education, Certificate in Local Government 
Studies, Diploma in Youth Development 
Work, Certificate in Community-Based Work 
with Children and Youth, Certificate in Early 

Childhood Development, Diploma in Education 
for Development and for the first time, Diploma 
in Early Childhood and Pre-Primary Education.
Speaking at the event, the Minister of Basic 
Education, Arts and Culture, Honourable 
Katrina Hanse-Himarwa told the audience that 
as a Ministry, we can never over-emphasise the 
role of educational institutions such as NAMCOL 

NAMCOL SUCCESSFULLY 
HOLDS  15TH GRADUATION 

and the contribution they are making towards 
the country`s national development agenda. 
We are proud of the College, its efforts, 
and we will leave no stone unturned to assist, 
monitor and support you in “taking education 
to our people”, as your slogan says.

The Minister further added that it was high 
time for NAMCOL to develop more tertiary 
level programmes to create pathways for the 
many young people pursuing the secondary 
education programme through the institution. 
She said that grade 10 national examinations 
will be phased out with the implementation of 
the new basic curriculum, therefore NAMCOL 
has to redirect its focus and offer more post 

grade 12 qualifications. 
“Namibia needs an Open University and 
NAMCOL as an ODL institution is well 
placed for us to achieve this dream.  Our 
shrinking financial resources will not allow us 
to offer education and training through the 
traditional method.  It is time to change, I 
believe,” Hanse-Himarwa said.

Turning her attention to the learners, the 
Minister compared them to diamonds saying 
that she sees them as polished diamonds 
which went through the harsh processes to 
radiate the brilliance that they have after 
their hard work, long nights and hours 
behind books, rushing to meet assignment 
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deadlines whilst juggling with work, play 
and studies.  

“Shine like a diamond, and make us proud. 
Remember, your qualification should serve 
as an entry point for further studies to 
empower yourself in a changing world where 
diamond quality and excellence propel you 
to reach greater heights in the search for 
success. Remember, you are diamonds, not 
pebbles, so choose to shine! Today is a day 
of accomplishment, of celebration and fear, 
of zeal and commitment. A celebration of 
an ending and BEGINNING, a beginning of 
your JOURNEY,” she added.

Speaking at the same occasion, NAMCOL’s 
Director, Heroldt Vekaama Murangi said that 
after 19 years of “Taking Education to the 
People”, he assured Namibia of NAMCOL’s 
commitment and dedication to education.  
To illustrate this, let me highlight a few of 
our milestones. “Our growth in enrolments, 
coupled with an increase in examination 
results bears testimony of our inputs and 
continuous efforts to realise our vision to 
become an institution of excellence.  
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Last year, our overall pass rates for Grades ten 
and twelve respectively reached 89,5% and 
79%.  NAMCOL is considered the biggest Open 
and Distance Learning institution in Namibia, this 
is indeed a remarkable achievement,” Murangi 
said.

The Director added that NAMCOL’s new Strategic 
Development Plan was recently approved by the 
Board of Governors, and makes provision for a 
refined quality assurance policy and plan which 
governs our day-to-day work in the offices. This, 
he said, coupled with the restructuring process 
that the College is embarking upon, should 
see the college transforming into an “Open 
University” soon. 

“Our improved quality of study materials used 
widely amongst more than 40 000 Open and 
distance learners and in formal schools is a big 
encouragement for the College.  Our materials 

are always in demand, and they are used by 
many other educational institutions in the country 
in their teaching and learning. For Tertiary 
Level Programmes in the 2016 academic year, 
the College managed to enroll 2777 students 
including those who qualified through Recognition 
of Prior Learning and English Communication. 
Five years ago this figure stood at 1056. This 
figure shows an increase of more than 50% in 
public interest to enroll for our Tertiary Level 
Programmes,” Murangi said.

The Director announced that to further add to the 
scope of tertiary level programmes, the College 
is in the process of exploring the possibilities of 
implementing the following programmes in 2017: 
Certificate in Business and Entrepreneurship and 
a BSc. Degree in Youth Work. Worth mentioning 
is the fact that the CED curriculum has been 
revised and will be ready for implementation in 
2017 with brand new contents. 
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Mathematics is a subject that every learner has to study at one time or another. Some love 
it but if we’re being honest, most people hate studying maths. The importance of maths 
for learners has never been more prominent. The problem many learners have is that they 
don’t know how to study maths to get good results.  

1. Master the Basics
Students should master the basics of sciences such as: quantities, instruments, units 
and formulae.

2. Mastering one part
Only a few students are good in both Physics and Chemistry. Some prefer Physics 
and others prefer chemistry. Students with preference should be reminded that 
they have to master the part of physical science they prefer so that they score 
high marks AND that will boost the other part they don’t prefer. It is likely that 
they perform poorly in the other part; this will boost the whole performance in 
physical science.  

1. PRACTICE, PRACTICE & MORE PRACTICE
It is impossible to study maths properly by just reading and listening. To study maths 
you have to roll up your sleeves and actually solve some problems. 

2. REVIEW ERRORS
When you’re practising with these problems, it’s important to work through the 
process for each solution. If you have made any mistakes, you should review them 
and understand where your problem-solving skills let you down. 

3. MASTER THE KEY CONCEPTS
Do not try to memorise the processes.  This is counter-productive.   It is much better 
and rewarding in the long-run to focus on understanding the process and logic that 
are involved.  

4. UNDERSTAND YOUR DOUBTS
Sometimes you can get stuck trying to solve part of a maths problem and find it 
difficult to move on to the next stage.  It’s common for many students to skip this 
question and continue on to the next. 

5. REMEMBER: MATHS REQUIRES TIME AND PATIENCE TO MASTER.
It is a good idea to study with a friend who you can consult with and bounce ideas 
off when trying to solve complex problems.

6. CREATE A DISTRACTION FREE STUDY ENVIRONMENT
Mathematics is a subject that requires more concentration than any other. A proper 
study environment and a distraction free area could be the determining factor 
when solving complex equations or problems in geometry, algebra or trigonometry!

7. CREATE A MATHEMATICAL DICTIONARY
We suggest you create Notes or Flashcards with all the concepts, terminology and 
definitions you need to know. 

8. APPLY MATHS TO REAL WORLD PROBLEMS
Try to apply real world problems when approaching maths, as much as possible.  
Maths can be very abstract sometimes so looking for a practical application can 
help change your perspective and assimilate ideas differently.

OTHER EXAMINATION TIPS
We recommend that:
• Learners have a pencil, ruler, pen and 

calculator.
• Learners have a NAMCOL Examination 

Booklet to access former question papers.
• Learners have to practice by answering all 

the questions before looking up answers.
 
NAMCOL Examination Booklet.
• Learners have to do peer-marking. 
•  Practice is the only key which can drive you 

to pass mathematics
• It is advisable to do the practice in groups.

3. Time factor
Students should start to prepare as early as possible. A week is not enough for 
them to prepare the content they have been taught in that year. Motivate them to 
start using any single off-minute they are getting in their daily schedule.

4. Standard and nature of questions
Though we don’t really get questions repeated in physical science, the nature of 
questions per level (ordinary or higher) doesn’t change. Students should go through 
and expose themselves to old questions papers so that they will be familiar with the 
standards and nature of the questions they are expecting at their level.

5. Type of books and materials to use
All the materials and books they have been using from grade 11 and 12 AND/ 
NAMCOL study guides are useful. If students opt to use OTHER textbooks they 
should use the guidelines (like syllabus) for them not to study irrelevant contents.

6. Self-assessment
Self-assessment is helpful because it can give a picture of where they stand in terms 
of mastering the content. They should use papers from the booklets (with answers), 
write them in the time appearing on the papers and mark themselves according 
to the marking scheme given. This will give them a hint on the content which is less 
mastered.

7. Preparing yourself psychologically
Many students fail, not because they don’t know the content but they tend to PANIC 
when they see examination papers. Motivate them to be positive towards the 
examinations. The more they panic the higher their chances of getting confused 
during the exams.

8. Handling a question paper
Now the LEARNERS are IN the examination room. Many students submit incomplete 
papers because they didn’t manage the time given to them. The best way is to 
first answer all the parts they are not struggling with, so that even if they are not 
done, that at least all the parts they have answered are likely to help them score 
better marks. 

 PART B: INDIVIDUAL GUIDE/TIPS
•         Divide the subject into syllabus content.
• Get the syllabus’s objectives.
• Write down the measured competencies.
• Set up a study timetable as per chapter.
• Identify the always assessed content and   

master all the competencies via practical                                                                                      
questions.

• Identify a strong link for assistance when 
           stuck.
• Understand assessment words like - state, 
 explain,  define, name, describe.
• Learn to be brief when answering.
• Know all the formulas and units correctly.
• Always be confident before exams.
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RETIREMENTS:

NAMCOL this year took part in a very 
successful 17th Annual Ongwediva Trade 

Fair from 26 August – 03 September 2016 
under the theme, “The Proud Face of Namibia 
at a Glance; the best of all times.”

This year the OTF had several international 
visitors, including from Saudi Arabia, Kenya, 

Zimbabwe, Indonesia, Botswana, South Africa 
to name but a few and many Namibian 
corporates were represented.

At the Prize Giving Ceremony held on 
Thursday, 01 September 2016, NAMCOL 
narrowly lost out in scooping a prize for the 
Best Exhibit: Educational Institution but will 

persevere to recoup the prize the College 
scooped in 2014.

Thousands of visitors came to the stall 
in search of booklets and information 
regarding programmes and services offered 
by the College.
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